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The mission of the Needham History Center & Museum is to engage and educate 
the community about the history of the town and its people, and to preserve the 
treasures of Needham’s past.  We connect people with history to provide a vital link 
to the past and context for understanding current issues.

Dear Friends,
Why do All Roads Lead to Needham? Because all History starts 
somewhere – and for the most part, it starts in small towns like 
Needham. The big historic events that make news across the 
world are both reflected – and firmly rooted – in the histories 
of small local communities. Local history links those events 
and gives them meaning. Local history is everyone’s history. 

The Needham History Center is dedicated to preserving and 
telling the stories of our town’s history – and beyond that, 
telling how our history is an ongoing part of the bigger national 
story. We do this through our Weekly Story, our school 
programs, lectures and programs, community partnerships, 
and our new Podcast. So, please take a look at our many 
events and activities of 2025, and join us as we discover the 
many reasons why All Roads Lead to Needham.

Steve Sauter   Gloria Greis
President   Executive Director

We had several changes to the Board this year. We 
welcome Carl Madsen as our new Treasurer. We 
say a reluctant good-bye to Rick Davis and Keith 
LaFace, with heartfelt thanks for their dedicated 
and valued service. And we mourn the loss of our 
friend, Doug Gerth, who passed away in June.

Tried and True
There are events that define the History Center community, events that 
bring us together year after year. We are Historians, after all!

Pansy Day
For 44 years (and counting!) 
Needham has celebrated Spring and 
the town’s Official Flower, the Pansy!

Needham2Arlington 
Community Walk 
Every April, hardy Needhamites make 
the 13-mile trek to Arlington, following 
in the exact footsteps of the Needham 
Militia on the day of the Lexington 
Alarm in 1775.

The Fundraising Gala
From boot-scootin’ country music, to 
Mardi Gras, to the Schoolhouse Pub, 
every year we celebrate our 
community support with a with a fun 
and joyful party.
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History Book Group
98 books in 12 years! The Group enjoys 
a monthly discussion of nonfiction and 
good historical fiction, topped of by a 
field trip at the end of the year.

The September Lunch
Enjoying the last warm days with lunch 
on the beautiful terrace of the MIT 
Endicott House, and a performance by 
Judith Kalaora of History At Play.

Weekly Digital Story
Every week we send out a newsletter 
that includes a story about Needham 
history. That's 44 stories this year! 
Read them - Share them - Learn fun 
stuff about our town!
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STAFF

+32% increase
29 Programs and 

Events in 2025 
(22 events in 2024)

Courtesy of History At Play LLC
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https://needhamhistory.org/programs-events-calendar/


What’s New?
In addition to our tried and 
true, we have added some 
new programs to our list!

Who’s in the House?
The team behind the scenes

NEW BOOK - All Roads 
Lead to Needham: Stories 
from the Thursday News. 
You asked (thank you!) for a collection 
of the weekly stories; here are some of 
our favorites.

Podcast: All Roads Lead to 
Needham
A monthly story, followed by a 
discussion of the topic’s relevance in 
Needham today, with a variety of town 
officials, business people, and 
members of the community.

The NEW and IMPROVED! 
Third Grade Schoolhouse Day
Our standout school program turns 20! 
To meet the requirements of the new
MA educational frameworks, the 
Schoolhouse Day is being revised and 
expanded to include more hands-on 
investigation and more diverse voices.

Needham Celebrates 250
Starting with the Needham2Arlington 
Walk in April 2025, we have been offering 
programs and events that highlight and 
celebrate the national anniversary and 
Needham’s role in the American 
Revolution.

+118% increase
870 school children

visits in 2025
(400 visits in 2024)

+54% Museum Visitors
3,024 Museum Visitors in 2025

(1,970 Visitors in 2024)

These are the folks who keep the History 
Center going. Polly Attridge has been our 
Archivist for more than 30 years, organizing 
the documents and photos, and helping 
visitors with research.  Susan Jarvis is our 
Collections Manager and Curator, responsible 
for the safe maintenance of the artifacts, and 
the records and research that go with them. 
Fran Gratz helps both Susan and Polly, entering 
records and scanning photos into our 
database.

(Staff):  Fran Gratz, Executive Director Gloria Greis, Polly Attridge, Susan Jarvis

We’ve got a grant!
Many thanks to the Needham 
Community Preservation Committee for 
a grant to upgrade our storage shelving! 
Our collections have been packed for 
the move to temporary storage. The new 
shelves will hold our collections more 
efficiently and make them easier to 
access for exhibits and research.

(Storage):  Moving in progress. Can’t wait until it’s all back on the new shelves!

These are the folks who keep the 
History Center going. Polly Attridge 
has been our Archivist for more than 
30 years, organizing the documents 
and photos, and helping visitors with 
research.  Susan Jarvis is our 
Collections Manager and Curator, 

responsible for the safe maintenance of the artifacts, and 
the records and research that go with them. Fran Gratz 
helps both Susan and Polly, entering records and 
scanning photos into our database. Veronika Molbach 
has been our shopkeeper for the past few years, and the 
reason that the Heirloom Shop always looks so good.

(Staff): Veronika Molbach 



Corporate Sponsors
Expenses
Salaries
Property and Maintenance
Member Services
Events
Artifacts and Collections
Total Expenses

Amount
$93,953
$35,541
$16,070
$15,841
$2,689
$164,094

Percentage
57%
22%
10%
9%
2%
100%

Income
Dues and Donations
Endowment and Grants
Events
Other
Total Income

Amount
$74,048
$58,920
$46,182
$8,234
$187,384

Percentage
40%
31%
25%
4%
100%IN
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Digital Impact - Growth in Numbers
Explore our digital growth and make sure to connect!

+39% Email Subscribers 
2,172 Email Subscribers

(1,560 in 2024)

+6% Social Media Followers 
2,500 Social Media Followers

(2,359 in 2024)

+30% Website Visits
7,192 Unique Monthly Web Visits

(5,525 visits in 2024)

NEW Podcast
We created a new podcast!

(517 downloads in 2025)

TO EXPLORE THE PODCAST

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

*Excludes one-time capital expenditures

https://needhamhistory.org/about/nhcm-annual-reports/
https://rss.com/podcasts/all-roads-lead-to-needham/


Adelaide of Newton
Arlington Historical Society
Baptist Church in Needham
Brandeis University Adult Education
Canton Public Library
Charles River Regional Chamber
Dedham Savings
Democratic Town Committee
Eaton Funeral Homes
First Parish in Needham
FreshFly Films/Glenn Holten
Holliston Historical Society
League of Women Voters of Needham
MA Historical Commission
MA History Alliance
MA Women’s History Center

Natick Historical Society
The Needham Channel
Needham Community Council
Needham Community Education
Needham Community Farm
Needham Community Preservation Committee
Needham Community Revitalization Trust Fund
Needham Council for Arts & Culture
Needham Council on Aging
Needham Diversity Initiative
Needham Garden Club
Needham Housing Authority
The Needham Local
The Needham Observer
Needham Public Schools
Needham Town Branding and Seal Committee

Needham Veterans Services
Needham Women’s Club
North Hill
NSDAR Col. Wm. McIntosh Chapter (Needham)
Photographic Historical Society of New England
Revolution250
Sherborn Historical Society
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Needham
Wellesley Community Land Trust
Wellesley Historical Society
Wellesley Land Conservancy
Weston-Wellesley Lifelong Learning
Whitman MA Public Library
Wingate One

Community and Municipal Partners

Dr. Paul Aswad, DMD
Polly Attridge
Avita of Needham
Blue on Highland
Alison Borrelli, Realtor
Captain Marden’s Seafood
Paula Caputo
The Common Room
Conrad’s
Copley Motorcars
Kathy D’Addesio
Rick and Gail Davis
Dedham Savings
Paul and Maureen Deeley
Didi Interiors and Architecture
George F. Doherty & Sons Funeral Home
Garth Donovan Painting
David and Janet Drake
Eastern Bank

Eaton Funeral Homes
Exchange Club of Needham
Michael and Elizabeth Fee
Fidelity Bank
Matthew and Elizabeth Gellene
Glicksman Orthodontics
Mark Gluesing
Great Hall Performance Foundation
Moe and Elizabeth Handel
Barbara & Tom Harkins
Lynda Hughes, Keller-Williams Real Estate
Kerivan-Lane
Koko Fit Club
Scott Kriss, Atty.
Lenahan's Landscaping
Bill and Mary Mahoney
James and Sarah Ann Mahoney
Mariano Landscaping
Monsoon Indian Kitchen

Montis Financial
Anthony Munchak, Mighty Dog Roofing
Needham Elementary Schools PTCs
Needham Garden & Hardware
Needham Golf Club Charities
The Norwood Theater
FW Olin College of Engineering
Sen. Becca Rausch
Reveler Beverages
Roche Brothers
Rotary Club of Needham
Salon DiCarlo
Colleen Schaller
Sweet Basil
Rep. Josh Tarsky
Gregory M. Tilley, CPA
Tobin Beaudet Schools
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Needham
Volante Farms

Event Sponsors

+53% Community
Engagements

46 Community 
Engagements in 2025

(30 in 2024)

Myra and John Anderson
Joe McCabe and Susan Anderson
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Polly Attridge
Richard Aubry
Steven Balk and Devra Bailin
Robert and Ellen Baker
Ellen and Joe Barnes
Howard Barnes
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Jo and Peter Belval
Janice Berns
Janet Besser
David Mackey and Mary Bilder
Carol J. Boulris
Jeff and Anne Brain
Dr Robert and Marilyn Brooks
Hilary Bruel
Kathleen Buckley
Joe and Moy Burns
Michael Caine and Kiyoko Morita
Anne and Bryan Carlson
Robert and Gratia Chase
Allison and Joe Cocuzzo
Larry and Jane Cohen
Louise Condon
Michael and Lynne Crawford
Richard S Creem
Kathy D'Addesio
Daniel Dain
Dr Harriet Dann
Marshall and Randi Davis
Richard and Gail Davis 
Carolin and Samuel Davis
Paul and Maureen Deeley 
Bob and Pat DeNoble
Barbara Soojian and Michael Diener
Philip Dooher
Cathy Dowd
Rodney Johnson and Alicia Downey
Margaret Dozark

Janet and David Drake
Tedi Eaton
Janis Soma and Bruce Eisenhut
Jane Evans
Michael and Elizabeth Fee
Cynthia Figueiredo
Reg and Barbie Foster
David and Pamela Glass
Adrienne Smith and Mark Gluesing
Zohar and Tim Gorman
Mark and Martha Gowetski
Donald Reed and Risa Greendlinger
Maurice and Elizabeth Handel
Elizabeth and Steve Handler
Mary Ellen Hannigan
Robert T Heald
Gail and Tom Hedges
Betsy Heffernan
Martin Hoffman
George and Christine Hoffmeister
Lynn Robertson Hotz
Joan Hulihan
Amy and Brian Hurley
Sandra Jaszek
Bruce and Helen Johnstone
Scott and Barbara Jones
Stanley and Sandra Keller
Dorothy and George Kent
Shawn and Jeff Larsen
Bill and Susan Laurence
William Leahy
Joseph Leghorn
Josh Levy
George Bradley and Lorri Lofvers
Bob Lynch and Maureen Commane
Leandra MacLennan
Norman and Janet MacLeod
Douglas MacMillan
Carl and Fabienne Madsen
Bill and Mary Mahoney
James and Sarah Ann Mahoney

Marjorie Margolis
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Genevieve Hammond and Dan Matthews
Andrea Matthews
Maureen and Ron McCaffrey 
Jean McCarthy
Jeanne and Stephen McKnight
Debbie Medvinsky
Steve and Dori Mock
Mary Kay Murray
Rich and Susan Neckes
The Needham Women’s Club
Cliff Hayden and Kim Marie Nicols
George Noyes
Rachel Cohen and Michael O'Brien
Joan O'Connor
Rick and Jill Oetheimer
Ruth Orenstein
Laura Payson
Jeanne  Peterson
Jaimie and Todd Pomerantz
Sharmon Priaulx and Shawn Rock
Jennifer and Daniel Quinn
Jim Reulbach
Nancy Richmond
Eleanor and Jay Rosellini 
John and Marcia Russo
Steve and Leah Sauter
Colleen Schaller
Phyllis Jen and Robert Schlauch
Louise Schneider and John Genova
Joan Meunier-Sham and Chi Sham
Eric Silver and Marjorie Randall-Silver
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Lois Sockol
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Joyce Sterling
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David and Erica Supple
Susan and Steve Tanner 
Steve and Jane Theall
Sandra Tholl
Leslie and Paul Tillotson
Mary Toran
Carol Tracy
Eushiuan and Eric Tsung
Lawrence Udell
The Vita Needle Company
Karen Walker
Ann Walsh
Margaret Weekes-Allen
Ellen Weinberg
Susan Welby and David Herer
John Whitlock
Kathy and Bill Whitney
Wolf & Co. Charitable Foundation
Bill and Sally Zoppo

2025 Annual Fund Donors



1,500 Museums for the price of one!
The NARM Membership Benefit
Don’t know about NARM yet? The Needham 
History Center & Museum is part of the North 
American Reciprocal Museum Association! NARM 
benefits are included with all Memberships at the 
Silver ($100) level and above. This gives you 
member benefits to all of NARM’s network of 1,500 
museums, gardens, and zoos across the US, and 
beyond! 

There are nearly 100 NARM member institutions in 
MA alone, most of them within 50 miles of 
Needham. And most admit two people for free. 

Click on the JOIN link below for details and a list 
of participating NARM museums.

Visit 
     Needham History Center & Museum
1147 Central Avenue
Needham, MA 02492

Hours
Monday 10am - 4pm
Wed, Thurs 12pm - 4pm
Research and other times by appointment

Contact
      781-455-8860
      office@needhamhistory.org

Connect
      www.needhamhistory.org
Facebook: /NeedhamHistory
Instagram: @NeedhamHistory

Rent
The Schoolhouse is available to rent 
for meetings or private events. 
Click here for details.

DONATE JOIN NEWSLETTER
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https://needhamhistory.org/visit-rent/rent-the-schoolhouse/
https://needhamhistory.org/support/donate/
https://needhamhistory.org/support/memberships/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001AttR9SrutCFliGkIpoXdrV02ClATlEKE

